
65
Toothed Flat-Sedge

POPULATION 
RANGE

Flowering: July - October
Distribution: NS, NB, QC, ON

NS General Status Rank: Secure

Cyperus dentatus GRASS-LIKE : GRAMINOIDS

SIZE: 10-50 cm tall.
LEAVES: At the base they are 
numerous, long, and narrow (2-5 mm 
wide). Near the top there are 3-5 
smaller leaves (bracts) that are 2-5 cm 
long.
STEM: Triangular, 2-5 mm wide, with 
numerous branches (rays) at the top.
FLOWERS: Called spikelets and are 
clustered at the tip of the rays. The 
spikelets are flat, 3-15 mm long, and 
contain 8-25 miniature flowers (florets) 
that appear hairy.
FRUITS: Each floret bears one small 
seed, 1 mm or less long.
NOTES: This species spreads using 
root-like stems that run along surface 
of the ground (called rhizomes) that 
end in a bulge called a tuber.

Habitat: 
Sandy and gravelly 
lakeshores.
Interesting 
point: 
Some Cyperus 
species are 
cultivated for their 
tubers, which are 
an energy-rich 
food source.
Similar 
species: 
None
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66Population Range

Deer-tongue Panic Grass

Flowering: June - October  
Distribution: NS, QC, ON

POPULATION 
RANGE

NS General Status Rank: Secure

Dichanthelium clandestinumGRASS-LIKE : GRAMINOIDS

SIZE: 60-150 cm tall.
LEAVES: Very wide (1.5-3 cm), 10-25 
cm long (up to six times longer than 
wide), heart-shaped, hairy at the base 
and pointed at the tip. 
STEM: Stout and erect with fine hairs.
FLOWERS: Pyramid-shaped branched 
cluster of flowers (panicle), 7-14 cm 
long, composed of many small spikelets. 
The spikelets are 2.5-3.5 mm long with 
scattered hairs.    
FRUITS: Small dry grains enclosed in 
the spikelets.
NOTES: Often grows in large dense 
patches. Formerly known as 
Panicum clandestinum.

Habitat: 
Moist woods, thickets, river banks and lakeshores. 
Similar species: This species is easily 
distinguished from other Panic Grasses in NS by its 
very wide leaves with heart-shaped bases.
Interesting point: Its name comes from its 
wide leaves which can resemble a tongue.

Spikelet
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Stem and 
clasping heart-shaped leaves
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Spikelets sometimes develop into leafy shoots.


